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Subplatter & Belt

For jazz and quality female vocals we listened to the British jazz diva Claire Martin on Linn’s “Too Darn Hot” - not a reference to Zappa’s Hot
Rats mentioned earlier. Things get off to a simmering start with Something's Coming from West Side Story.
The intro is sax solo with lots of echo and 'verb before an acoustic bass enters followed by Claire. As I’ve
said many times before, reverberation, whether natural or studio effect, is very difficult to reproduce
correctly. It can (and usually is) truncated as it fades, or its denseness is diminished and thinned out by too
low resolution or mistracking or it sounds rather grainy instead of perfectly smooth. The digital reverb as
presented by the Sindre was long, full and grain free.

| also have digital files of this recording in 24/96 resolution. Played back on the PS Audio Perfect Wave
System, the reverb was very similar but not quite as rich. Acoustic bass was perhaps a bit more solid in it
lowest registers, but overall | preferred the vinyl. Digital, | must admit, is getting very close to vinyl played
back on top-notch tables like this and probably superior to analog played on more entry level tables. Of
course, high rez digital files are few and far between while vinyl is almost unlimited in selection - one of the
best perks of analog.

One of the biggest drawbacks of linear tracking arms and airbearing technology in general is its fussiness and high maintenance, often
requiring tweaks and adjustments. During my time with the Sindre, it performed flawlessly with no further adjustments necessary, a tribute to
Bergmann’s “keep it simple” philosophy.
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@I @G RECOMMENDATION

The Bergmann Sindre is a work of art not only in appearance but in its engineering as well. The “less is more” desigh seems to have paid
off in terms of performance, setup and reliability. The goal was to overcome many of the flaws and inherent geometry problems found
in all past and most current designs. The Sindre may not be for absolute beginners, but not too many people first venturing into vinyl
will look to spend $20,000. We wish the price were lower of course, but the current plight of the dollar is no help when purchasing
European gear and the years it took Bergmann to design such a groundbreaking product has to be factored into the price.

There are other airbearing arms available from Kuzma and Clearaudio to name just two, but you still have to find and pick out a viable
turntable.Neither company makes table with matching airbearing platters. The Walker Procenium Black Diamond table has an airbearing
arm and platter - at $57,000 - and it is much more complex. Finding a turntable with an airbearing platter, the VPI HRX for example at
$12,000 which does not include a linear tracking airbearing arm, would be pretty daunting. We think that the airbearing arm matched
to the airbearing table by the same engineer is a terrific advantage.

Its quietness sets new standards in terms of noise not only from the pump but the air escaping from the table and arm. The Bergmann is
not perfect, but neither is any other table.

The Sindre can be upgraded to battery power, but no price is listed.

Cartridge selection and leveling is crucial. We think Johnnie Bergmann has something special, something like finding the mythical
Hammer of Thor.

Technical specifications

Turntable: Airsupported platter, centred by a steel spindle/hardweared low friction polymer bearing. DC motor. Beltdriven.
Plinth: Solid fibre board.
Platter: Acryl, 4 kg.
Subplatter: Aluminium, 3,2 kg.
Total weight: 23 kg.
Dimensions: 475 x 500 x 210 (D x W x H)
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Tonearm: Linear tracking airbearing tonearm. Hard aluminium alloy/carbon.

Effective mass: 10 gr.
Motorcontrol: Seperate, 33 & 45 rpm.
Airsupply: Silent, clean, dry and smooth airflow.
Weight: 8,4 kg.

Dimensions: 415 x 210 x 220 (D x W x H)

— D —

http://www.bergmannaudio.com/

Link to LP reviews mentioned above

Back to other audio reviews

Back to STEREOMOJO HOMEPAGE
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